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Princess Joanna. The Queen of Castile, supported by her
husband, Ferdinand of Aragon, shrewdly turned the declara-
tion of war to her own advantage by pressing her claim to
Guinea. She encouraged her subjects to equip and prepare
expeditions for Guinea; formally proclaimed her right to its
conquest; forebade all and sundry to go to its territories except
by virtue of licence received from herself or her representatives,
even applying this prohibition to her own subjects; appointed
officers to collect customs duties upon all goods imported from
Guinea; early in 1476 conferred the captaincy of a fleet, which
was to go to this region, upon Carlos de Valera, the son of the
chronicler Diego; at the end of that year appointed an officer to
supervise shipping destined for Guinea and Sierra Leone;
organised a huge armada in the spring of 1478 with a view to
sending it to Mina and excluding the Portuguese once and for
all; and even approached Pope Sixtus IV to ask him to give his
official sanction to this policy.
The effect of these measures was reflected all along the coast
of western Andalusia. Ports, harbours and shipyards became
very busy. Fishermen from Palos went out to catch negroes in
Guinea as well as fish on the Barbary banks. Men came to
Seville from far and near to engage in the Guinea trade. Pros-
perous merchants of Flanders, when they heard about all this
from their Andalusian agents, instructed the latter to make
enquiries about prospects, to assemble suitable cargoes, and to
hire Castilian pilots, who were to take their caravels to Guinea
in return for Flemish gold. Cargoes of Guinea negroes were un-
loaded in the ports by returning ships to be sold as slaves in the
markets, the Sevillans upon one occasion staging a triumphal
march of negroes through the city streets. The developing slave
trade between Andalusia and Guinea, however, was uncon-
trolled. In spite of the strictest royal injunctions, indiscriminate
raids on the Guinea coast were carried out by the greedy
Andalusians, and behaviour, which twenty years earlier had
disgraced the Portuguese, was now copied by their rivals. The
tendency to disobey orders was very pronounced among the
somewhat lawless mariners, and a raid upon Santiago island,
originally planned by the government as an assault upon the
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